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me in His service. From this day on my life
will be a life of prayer." During the years that
have followed he has kept this high purpose.

In 1900 the Boxer Uprising broke upon North
China. Mr. Ding was seized by armed Boxers
and cruelly tortured in a magistrate's yamen.
He was beaten with clubs and bamboo staves,
receiving two hundred and fifty blows ; yet he
steadfastly refused to deny Christ, and was
finally thrown into a foul prison. After regaining
consciousness he began to preach Christ to his
fellow-prisoners. The Boxers intended to con-
tinue torturing him, but a group of Christians
gave themselves to prayer, as was done for Peter
in the clays of Herod. Before the Boxers could
carry out their intention the German soldiers
entered the city and he was set free.

After several years in the pastorate, Pastor
Ding began to respond to calls for evangelistic
work among students. In 1910 he visited the
Union College at Wei Hsien. None of the
students were willing to enter the Christian
ministry ; indeed, they seemed to have hardened
their hearts against it. Their ambition was to
receive the honour and large financial returns
which their education had made possible. When
Pastor Ding began the meetings he was not
permitted even to speak of volunteering for the
ministry, because of the prejudice of the students.